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You may have
been wondering why
you didn’t receive by
email the monthly TBSP
newsletter in October,
November and
December. The reason
is that we have been
busily working on a new
look quarterly newslet-
ter that we hope will be
a more exciting and
enjoyable format to
read. We are also
introducing our new
logo. We hope that you
enjoy this new evolution
of the TBSP newsletter
and we look forward to
receiving your com-
ments and any sugges-
tions as to how we can
make it better. The next
newsletter will be pub-
lished April 2008.

Welcome to
our new look
newsletter!

number 05
january 2008

If you have a story, any comments about this

newsletter, or something else that you want to

share, then you can send an email to us via the

project website at www.tbsurvivalproject.org.

The Tuberculosis Survival Project is funded by

an unrestricted educational grant from Eli Lilly

and is a member of the Lilly MDR-TB

Partnership. To contact the Project Director of

The Tuberculosis Survival Project please

email: paulthornlondon@hotmail.com.
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Representatives of 49 countries

across the European region

attended a high level ministerial

meeting in Berlin on the 22nd

October 2007. The meeting was

called to advance development of

a Europe-wide approach to con-

trolling and eventually eliminating

TB. The European region in this

case is defined as 53 countries

that span from Western Europe,

Eastern Europe, Central Asian

Countries and right across Russia

to the Pacific coast.

Dr Jorge Sampaio, the UN

Secretary General’s Special Envoy

to Stop TB and former President

of Portugal was the keynote

speaker. He said; “”In our globaliz-

ing world, to successfully combat

the threat of TB, a common strate-

gy is critical,” Dr Sampaio added

that it is vital for “the European

Union, as well as other major

organizations, like for instance the

Commonwealth of Independent

States, the Council of Europe, the

Organization of the Black Sea

Economic Cooperation and others

to join forces to address the TB

epidemic and face the common

Berlin Declaration
Signed by 49
Countries Across
the European
Region

23/10/07

To find out more about the

“Berlin Declaration” see

http://www.euro.who.int/tuberculosis/

TBForum/20070621_1

To find out more about the

“Offer of Partnership” see

http://www.soros.org/initiatives/health/focus/

phw/news/europe_20071017

threats of the emerging MDR-TB.”

Also one of the speakers was

The Tuberculosis Survival Project’s

Director, Paul Thorn. He delivered

a well-received presentation about

what it is like to have TB. He said;

“There was lots of talk about statis-

tics at the meeting. I wanted to

remind the ministers, and everyone

else present, that TB is about real

people, real lives, and too many

real deaths and not just numbers.”

The gathered Ministers

endorsed the Berlin Declaration

on Tuberculosis, which “notes

with concern that TB has re-

emerged as an increasing health

security threat in the WHO

European Region” and “recognis-

es that a Europe-wide approach

will be key to the control and

eventual elimination of TB”. The

declaration also calls for the

adoption of the Stop TB Strategy

in all its components, including

addressing the funding gap

between the total resources avail-

able and the resources needed to

control TB and accelerate the

development of new diagnostics,

drugs and vaccines to achieve

the 2015 Millennium Development

Goal on TB.

“Today, European ministers have

demonstrated their commitment to

stopping TB,” said Dr Marcos Espinal,

Executive Secretary of the Stop TB

Partnership, Geneva. “Now they must

exert leadership on increasing

domestic spending on TB. And donor

countries that have signed this decla-

ration need to make a stronger com-

mitment to vulnerable neighbouring

countries that bear a heavy burden of

TB by dedicating greater funds and

technical assistance. Additionally, it is

vital that the Global Fund continue

supporting these countries for many

more years.”

Also signed was an “Offer of

Partnership from civil society and

affected communities who play a

vital role in the efforts to combat TB

in the European region. The “Offer of

Partnership” was drafted through an

open online editing process. The

document sets out the vision and

role that civil society and affected

communities can offer to govern-

ments and health authorities and

their expectations in return for this

partnership. 
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Two New
Community
Representatives
for the Stop TB
Partnership for
Europe

29-30/11/07

On the 29th-30th November the

Executive Committee of the

Stop TB Partnership for Europe

met in Brussels. What made this

meeting different from others

was the introduction of two new

representatives for affected

communities. They are Dr. Maya

Kulsharova of The Capacity

Project in Kazhakstahn and

Mr. Aturo Ovsepayan of the All

Ukrainian Network, Ukraine.

Their participation was the

result of an election process to

ensure better representation of

Eastern Europe at committee

level, being those hardest hit by

TB and MDR-TB in the

European region.

TBSP’s Project Director, Paul

Thorn has stood down as interim

community representative on the

Executive Committee, but has

been asked to remain involved in

an advisory capacity. 

New Patient
Self-help booklet
launched

08-12/11/07

At the 38th Conference on Lung

Health in Cape Town, 8th-12th

November, TBSP launched a new

self-help booklet called ‘TB Tips’.

The product was in high demand

and stocks of the booklet disap-

peared in only two hours. People

who read the 32-page booklet

remarked on how easy it was to

read and that this kind of prod-

uct was really needed. TB

Tips offers practical

advice and guidance

to patients in sim-

ple terms. The

product was

produced

with the

help of the

Stop TB

Partnership’s ACSM

working group. A fur-

ther print run is planned

with translation of the booklet

into French, Hindi and Spanish. It

is hoped that this will be achieved

in time for World TB Day 2008.

You can download the English

version of the booklet for free in

PDF format from the TBSP

website BOOK SHOP. Above: The cover of TB tips

       



Do you want to
tell others about
your TB
experience?

Those of you who have seen the

TB Survival Project website

before will know that one of the

most important and useful func-

tions is a facility whereby people

can share their own experience

of having TB with others.

If you have had TB or MDR-TB

then we would really like to hear

from you! If you would like your

story to be published for other

people with TB to read send it to

www.paulthornlondon@hotmail.com.

Stories should be no more than

1000 words long. END

The TBSP website is linked to ‘TB

Patient Talk’. It is an online forum

run and moderated by the

International Council of Nurses.

The forum exists to provide a

place for people who have, or

have had TB/MDR-TB in the past,

to communicate with each other.

People can discuss their own

personal experiences of the dis-

ease, whether it relates to TB treat-

ment issues, social and workplace

support, changes in the communi-

ty, other people’s reactions to them

after TB diagnosis, or their fears of

isolation. This forum the place to

exchange any ideas or debate if

they are TB related.

TB Patient Talk is very easy to

use. Simply go to the left hand

menu of the TBSP website and

click on ‘TB Patient Talk’. There

users need to register before using

the facility, it is very easy and fast

to do. Once logged in people can

either comment on existing topic

postings, or start new topic post-

ings of their own. TB Patient Talk

is an excellent tool. Why not take

a look when you next visit the

TBSP website? 

Below: The TB Survival Project website

and new TB Patient Forum page
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