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GLOBAL CAMPAIGN TO ELIMINATE TB BY 2050 CAN ONLY SUCCEED WITH NEW TECHNOLOGIES SAY HEALTH EXPERTS

A TB free world by 2050 is achievable but only with a new TB vaccine and new drugs and diagnostics, said a group of health experts in London today.

At a meeting at the Royal Society of Medicine, New Tools for a TB-free World: Enhancing the British Contribution to the Development and Introduction of New TB Drugs, Diagnostics and Vaccines, scientists, policymakers and industry said there was a unique opportunity to rid the world of TB and called on the UK Government to provide leadership and full funding for new tools for TB at the G8 this July.

The meeting, organised by UK charity TB Alert in Association with the Royal Society of Medicine, follows the launch of the Global Plan to Stop TB 2006-2015: Actions for Life, by the Stop TB Partnership, in January this year. At the launch, Chancellor Gordon Brown called for the G8 to formally make TB a priority, and urged other G8 member countries to pledge immediate new funding.

Secretary of State for International Development Hilary Benn pledged an additional £47.1 million for procurement of TB drugs in India at the beginning of the year.

Scientists at today’s meeting in London signed a communiqué calling on the UK Government to commit increased resources to development of new tools; pursue innovative ways of financing commercial, scientific development, and urged the G8 at their meeting in July in St. Petersburg, to strongly endorse the Global Plan to Stop TB 2006-2015, including its targets for new tools.

These are the development of a new vaccine by 2015; new drugs with the possibility of reducing treatment time from six to two months shortly after 2015, and a more accurate point of care diagnostic test for active TB by 2010.

The current TB BCG vaccine, developed more than 80 years ago, has only limited effect, diagnostics for the global campaign are more than a century old and there has been no new TB drug for 40 years.

The Global Plan identifies the total cost of R&D of new tools as £4.8 billion with a funding gap over the next ten years of £3.25 billion.

Speakers from the main public-private partnerships working on TB research and development also called for greater public investment to match the substantial philanthropic funding now in place for TB, and innovative funding mechanisms that will accelerate the research and development of TB drugs, diagnostics and vaccines.

“Fundamental advances in the last few years have transformed the field of TB vaccines. We now have the six promising vaccine candidates in clinical and pre-clinical trials, and within the next ten years we can have a vaccine that, in combination with new drugs, could achieve global control of TB,” said Dr Jerald Sadoff, President and CEO, Aeras Global TB Vaccine Foundation. “ But this will only happen with strong public investment to ensure rapid development and distribution of new TB vaccines.”

“In just five years, we have created the largest pipeline of new TB drugs in history, with two in clinical trials and nine more in development,” said Dr Maria Freire, President and CEO, Global Alliance for TB Drug Development. “But TB is a global problem and it requires a global solution, which means that governments must step up to the plate and help provide the funding that will let us achieve one of the greatest global health victories ever.”

“FIND is making great strides in the development of simple, rapid and affordable diagnostics for poverty-related diseases in developing countries,” said Dr Vinand Nantulya, Senior Policy Director of the Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics. “Funding now will make the difference between public health success or failure.”

“Without new tools it will be impossible to eliminate TB in the middle of this century and an immense challenge to control TB in Africa and Eastern Europe,” said Dr Christopher Dye, Chief Epidemiologist, Stop TB Department, World Health Organization.

“Britain has a good tradition of contribution to research on TB. We have the opportunity to bring about major advances. We very much hope that the government, foundations and companies will provide the necessary resources,” said Paul Sommerfeld, Chair of TB Alert.
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2. TB Alert as Britain’s national tuberculosis charity is concerned with TB both overseas and in the UK. Abroad, it supports TB projects with a focus on community involvement in Bangladesh, India, Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. In Britain it provides information services on TB and is engaged in advocacy to increase action on TB by government, companies, and other agencies.
